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DGL  Why did you Join the Royal Flying Corps in May 19137

Jé The reason was this, I was & pupil with & firm of motor
engingers in the Midlands and I saw an advertisement in soms papor
or other end also a bt of a write~up about the Royal Flying Corps,
I imagined that flying wus & marvellous thing; somothing quite new
in those days and something I would be intereated in. So I applied
to join, thinking, of course, that soonor or later I'd be fiying.
Vihen I got to Aldershot I found that the only thing I was to do was
to fly around a square under the direction of Cusrds NCOse

DGL Did you have any prior knowledgo of flying?

JG None at all, I had a groat interest in motoring and spood.
That was the thing that attracted mo most of all, Mlying was in
its infancy and it seemed to me o wondarful idea to have a go.

DGL Hiad you heard of the Roysl Flying Corps before you saw the
edvertisement?

J6 Mo, I hadn's,

DCL Can you remomber what kind of qualifioations were required
by the advertisement for new roorfidts to the RFC?

Je Ro, 1 oan't remembor & thing about it, exvept that mochanioal
knowledge was en advantagos

DGL I seoe S0 you own training os @ motor mechanis was highly
rolevant to what was belng asked for?

JGe Yes, indeed,

DGL I believe that while you were at Farnborough you did duty at
the funeral of the famous Colonel 5 F Codys What can you remember
about that?
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Je That's true, I was in the nmiddle of wmy training « the whole
lot of us wore in the middle of our training together, all in the
same batoh = and when Cody killed himself, or was killed, which

ever way you like to put it, we wore told that we would all take part
in the funorals That 1s because we had advanced sufficiently in our
training to be eble to walk like soldlers. Therefors we attended the
funeral, FBoch of us had to carxy a wreath, It was a vexry very
coremonial affair and & great many of the squadrons sent detachmnnts
to this funeral and it took about two hours I suppose to get through
with 4t,

DL It was a big gathering?

Je It was an enormous gathering of oivilians and soldlers,
DGL Were any speeches made?

Je Ro, nothing like thate

DGL  What happened to you after you finiihed the bdasio training at
Farnborough?

J6 At the gonolusion of the training we passed cut in front of the
adjutant, who was Lt Barrington Kennet fyom the Guarda, Thon we wore
ppsted to various units, I was sent with three othors to Hetheravon,
where 1 jolned No 3 Squadron; lo 3 Squadron and No 4 Squadron wore
both stationed thore, At the time thoy were living in tents and we
stayed in the tento until the manocuvres, when we all went off'e I had,
by that time, been allocated to the transport seotion and I was
asctually seoond driver on & Leyland lorry,

DGL Could you tell mo what Notheravon was like when you first went
there in June 1913, and the way in which it developed during the noxt
ten months?

Je Viell in the first place, when I arrived there were only airoraft
sheds, statlon workshops and transport sheds end a guard room. The
/ tWoaue



3 RERL Ol

two squadvons wore both living out in tents and of course the
peasing and evorything was also done in large tents and morqueos.
It was all very vory interesting, The station was full of lifle
although there were so fuw buildinga there, But the alrmons'
quarters were in the stage of belng bullt and we oould see thase
wore going to be much mire comfortable than the type of berrack
they had at Fernboroughs

D6k Could you tell mo & little more about the catoblishment of
No 3 Bquadron from the point of view of 4ts equipment firpt of all?

JG The eiroraft wore Blériots with seventy horse<power Gnomos.
No & Squfdron had biplanes; I can't quite romember what they were,
I think thoy were Adroraft Sstablishmont adrorafte

PiL  You were attached to MT. VWhat was that?

JG The KT seotion consisted of Leyland lorriss, Crossley tenders
and Douglas motor oyoles,

D&h Hov wany of omoh were thore?

Jo There would be about ton lorrles I suppose and three cors and
about four motorcyoles, That's about all there wese The strength
of the squadrons was only 120 men-liC0s end men= and the officers
would be about sixteen I suppose.

DGE  Having Joined the RFC to fly, how rony did the pxospects look
when you got to Notheravon that there would by any opportunity to do
8o?

JG In the first place I thought they wore quite good because

- there wore a numbex of [C0s end airmon in the squadron who already
had thelr wings and I discovered that they obtained them by going
privately to & school at Larkhill and obtaining their wings for which
thoy'd poyed e fee of ebout £75, Then, when they had quelified, theay
ware able to draw flying pay, but to uy estonishmont I found thal none
of them were allowed to fly., This was oconfined entirvely to officors.
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DGL Why was that, do you think?

JG 1 don't knowe It is diffdioult to know because I believe soms
of them were very good pllots, I,es I say myself, had thought $hat

I would like to go to the schools, One of the pilots was Sgt MeCudden =
not the VU, but his elder brother « and he was in charge of the transe
. port seotion. He wes e funny little man, but he was very keen and he
was rather inelined to be pompous, IHis brother, Jimy, ceme to the
squadron after I had joined = about a month aftor, I suppose « and he
had just come out of dotontion because, in his keeness for flying, he
had at Farnborough started up an aireraft and the engine had pulled
him into the side of a hangar and broken it upe He was alwoys a very
keen fellows Yhet I also remrber about him was that he had the most
wonderful eyesight; with a revolver or a rifle he could always find
the target. 4And I think that thiis wonderful syoesight of his waen one
of the faotors that added to his success as a fightor pilot,

DGL What wore tha circumstances under which you were able to
observe the quality of his eyesight and his ablility as a markaman?

JG We used to go on the ranges, firing, mostly for revolver
praotice, but now and again with rifles, Jimmy leCudden later on,
nhen we got to Francae, he could always spot a Germen airoraft a dong
tims before anyone else, in the aix,

DGL How similar or dissaimilar were the two MoCuddsns?

Je They wore both a little bit cooky but they wers quite nice
fellows, I liked Jimmy very moh,

DGL  What kind of work were you doing with the MT seotion of Ho 3
Squadron?

JG The work was pretty mixed but I suppose you'd sey mainly it

was carrying aireraft supplies botween Faormborough and Netheravon,

We used to go up one doy and como back the next with stores and things
like thats But we also usod occasionally to have the unfortunate Job
of carrying the bodies of officers who had been killed, to their homeos,
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DGL This was & not infrequent ocourrence?

JG Yos, that would be 80, I suppose I myself took about three
bodies during the twelve months befors the war started,

DGL  On the ocutbreak of war you were postod to France with No 3
Squadron, Can you describe for me the journey from Le liavre, where
you lended, to Maubeuge where the squadrons commences operations?

B Ve disembarked at Le llavre, whore we stoyed the night, again
in tented sccommodations The next morning we started off for Maubeuge
with the whole transport in convoy; that included ocars and motor
cycles and lorries, ¥ remember two of the officers: Lt Chxristis waa
in charge of the transport, There was Lt Christie and Robert
Lorraine,

Robort lorraine was quite a oharastor, He had the most vivid flow of
languege I have ever heard, Irior to that I had naver heard an
officer sweare On one occasion we were trevolling up = it wus the
first night I think « when the station workshop, which was heavily
loaded, got stuok in the mud at tho pide of the road, There was

quite a todo then; everybody had to turn out to push this thing out
and dig it outs ie were all covored in zud, Lorraine » well he was
holping us on with language, if nothing else, This went on for a
long time; phactically all the way up we were gelting wvohioles stuck
in the mud, But the French people were absolutely marvellous, They
assembled along the road and gave us terrifie cheers, which by the way
they didn't glve us when wo came back, Mnd we were loaded up with
wine; bottles of wine were everywhere, The lorries had more wine then
they had equipment I think, in some cases, As & result of that, in
feot, I have never drunk wine since,

On arrival at Maubeuge we found the aircraft already thora,

DGL Did you ses any signs of German alr activity while you were at
Haubsuge? '

.
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3G Very little; they used to fly over occasionally, I remouber
on one ocaasion a Taube dropped & very small petrol bomb which = I
can't remombor the name of the man but all I remember is he took
off his tunio and smothered it with his tunio,

During the timo we were there Cerman aircraft used to come over at
about & thousand foet and we all used to be called out with rifles,
perhaps half a dogzon of us, Ve were lined up und we used to shoot
at these Germans, but we nover had any success, of courss, Ve wore
all quite hopeless.

D6L I believe thero was one eplsode on a particularly stormy
night when you all had to turn out to hold the airexaft dmn. Could
you tell me about that?

JG That was on the occcsion when the German retreat stortnd and
tho British troops advanced to the Marne, Ve were stationed bohind
the Marne and the first night wo wers there all the alroralt =
¥ériots = were picketted out uning only sovew pickets and ropos =
tied down, There was a terrific gale ond rain storw and at about
eight o'olock at night the whole squadron was turned out 'and wo
stayed there all night, sotuelly holding, hanging on t0 the wings »
five or six peopls to every aireralt, hanging on to the wings and
others holding on to the tallplany, holding it down so it wond's
1ifted emsy, As a result of that, instoad of losing all the aire
oraf't we saved thg lot and they wore able to fly again the next duge

DGL  ¥hen you wore in France on the firet trip to what extent did
you have to oreate your own airficlds?

Je Gonerally speeking, you know aireraft in those days did not
require a very long run to eithor take off or lend., Ve usually used
ordinary meadows or fields, Iut thore was ons airfield at Hongos,
ngar Aniens, where when the winter stwrted, somewhere round about
Octobor, we found the airfield was getting into such & dovil of a
mess 1t was necessary to do sorothing about it, 5o all the lorries
in the squadron went into three or four times & day to Amiens,a _
coal mine near there, and oolleot oindors and ashos, wthing we
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oould and take them back, where French oivilians were employed spreads
ing them all over tlje £i6ld to enable the airoraflt to be workable.

When we wore at longes I remember one very sad cccesione At that time
we vere flying Blériot airoraft and using ordinery .crry shells, con=
verting them with & fuse oep which exploded on contast with the ground,
These bombs were inserted into aluminium tubes made in the station
workshops and & pin was pushed through to hold the bomb in position,
¥hon the pllot wished to drop the bomb he leaned over the side, pulled
the pin out and away went the boub,

On this particular ococasion Lt Cholwondley was in his airoraft, the
mochanic was busy putting tho borbs in end he tried to put the pin
through « thought it wos thore » instead of which tha boud come down
the tubes He, within a foot of the bottom of the tube, put his knee
under it to stop the boab going and the whole thing went upe Thers
wore four people killed in that thing inocluding Lt Cholmondley. That's
how dangerous bonbing used to be = more on the ground than it was in
the air,

DGL  Wers there any characters with No 3 Squadron amongst tho pllote
you remetthex?

JG Yos, one was outstending, That was Gordon Bell who was a
civilian pilot who Joined the Mo 3 Squadron and he was €lyins en
eiroraft called the Bristol Bullets Now, the first thing I remerbor
about him, during the retreat, I think it was at 5t Contegne, he wos
sent to soo tho dootore In those dnys they were Ariy medical offioers;
wo had no dostor on tho squadron. The doctor eaid to him, "low then,
Pell, do you smokn wory rmch?" and Pell's reply was = he stuttered
vary badly = "IeI«I=X d=don't drink and I-I=I don't smoke end I don't
fef«fofind fault with those that dof"

On onother occasion, two dsys lator, we landed at an airfield « a fiold
we wore using for the alreraft to land durlng the retreat = and ho
landed in a cobbage field, as a rosult of which the Dristol Nullet
turnsd up on its nose with its tail aticking up in the air, lie was
ooming elong the road, making for Fopham who was then a Quarter-lufiier
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General, I think, He came along and he saw Bell and he said, "Oh,
Bell, whore's your machine?" To my surprise Bell turned rournd,
pointed across tha field and said, "Over in that beb-b=blasted field,
in that fef=fefucking ficld of oanbbageose”

Anothor story ebout Bell was that ho went back to ngland very
shortly afterwards, I don't think he oared a lot about observation
flying under war conditionse

REEL 02

Another story I can remembor about Bell = and this took plaoa at
Brooklands = it is hoarssy but I belleve it to be true, Goxdon Brll
was & groat man for aorobatic stunts in the alx and he'd nmade a hnhit
of flying through the open hangors at Brooklands. These hangnrs hnd
doors at each end end one doy Bell was doing hio usunl stunts round
the airfleld and again tried to fly through & hangar, By some mens
or other somsone had half oloned the doors at one end, leaving just
enough room for his fuselage to go throughs Bell goes in at tho open
and goes through end suddenly finds that the doors are half closeds lie
hits the doors and the aireraft oollapses on the ground; evorybody
tears up expooting to £ind him deads There's Bell sitting up in the
wreckage and he was saying, "I knew this would b=bloody well hoppon
one of these b=b=bloody days,"

The only outstanding rocollection I have of my service with No 9
Squadron is this, I was still in transport and of course we used to
be located on the alrfield all the tima, doing anything we conld,
which wasn't very much. One day Captain Egerton took off with an
observer by the name of Lerwell on a Bi2c end as he took off one of
his landing wheels fell away, In those dnys, of course, londing
wheels were not retreotable., Then a pilot, whose name I don't
remenber, took off in a Sopwith Iup and with a wheel whioh ho tried
to hold up as he flew ovor the top of figerton's airoraft. Unfortune
ately, he couldn't attraot his attention, or that 4a what it apprnrs
like, end he flew lowor still ovor the top of him and on this owcnnion,
instead of getting over the top of him, he hit his tailiplens and tho
two alroraft decams looked together and they fell from @& heipght of
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about two hundred feet and hit the ground, but miraculously neither
of them were killed, Doth were very badly injured but they both
survived to £fly again,

DGL It 1e emasing how many pilots did walk away from drashos like
that.

J&¢ It is indeed, yoss

BGL  In the Autuma of 1916 you were posted back to England again to
Reading,

36 iiell Reading was the university = wost of the university = which

was taken over by the Royal Flying Corps for the training of pilola
oand observers = ground tralning, that is, such as morse oude, enpinos,
averything in goneral and thoy used to have talke by pewople on flylng
in France end what exporionce they had, what you had to aveld and whot
you had to do, what you had o remembor end all that kind of thing you
soas It was & wost interesting places ’

I went thore as an instructor bub insteod of flying people I dealt
with equipwent officero in trodnings Ve had to teach thom the elnr-aln
of motor englneering and aliroxraft engihces A8 & miter of faob 4 wrote
tho books on the Crossloy and Leylend lorrye They were &ll very sirplo
engineoring problems which sald what each part wes, what it did and all
the rest of ite During that tiwe I epplied on a numbex of occasions to
transfexr to flying, I think, prompted mainly by the actions of Jiu.y
lHoCuddeny ile was dolng 80 woll 1 thought I would like to have a go at
this gare nysolfs Go I had a pood try and for souwe resson ox olhor ry
papers used to get lost and thoy never came to fruition till sonme
eight or nine wmonths afterwards,

DGL  That was by Janucry 1918, was 447

JG No the end of November whon I wes told I had boen accepteds I
had Just then been pronoted to the renk of Flight Derpeant so I had
to relinquish that rank at once and go back to sergnant, Thon I took
the pilot's course at Reading which tock me on until the end of the
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year, Heving passed out thore =« that included morse signalling and
all that kind of thing « I was then posted to Thetford in Norfolk
to training school there where they had Maurice Farmans,

DGL  What do you remenber about the sort of training you got at
Thetford?

JG¢  Thotford training was all very simple., These alroraft used

to do about eighty miles an bour and I remember ry firsd instruotor
wap a Captain Orton, He used to {1y me around and tell me how clumay
I was = too hoavy=footed, tvo heavy«hinded and that sort of thinge
But eventually he allowed me to go solo ef'ter about twelve or fiftsen
hours and oy first flight I had the misfortune to have an engino conk
out and as I took off I just got up in the air end I had to twrn
round and land in & ploughed field,

How you moy think that would frighten one, but it didn'ts It gve
we confidence in the world bacsuze I lunded without breaking anyihing
end we got the engine right and I took it off agrine ‘'Then, »Ctox
doing & falr amount of solo = in those days these alrorefi wnre so
slow they'd only do sbout sevenly miles an hour aund when tho wind got
up « a strong wind = they used to put a red flag up and yon ware
supposed to land,

1 was wanting to fly as for as a plnce called Vywsndham, whare ry
people lived, and I was (oing to lond thore and show myself off a hit
then £1y backe Well whon I g0t to hWynuondhnnm I decided that tho wind
wap 80 strong = I went down there in record timn; I nust havo buoen
doing 100 or 120 miles an hour, which wos terrifioc in thone doys = I
thought I had better turn book, 0 I turned back and I strug led
alongs Imwvnbor I sat over Harlingwold edrfield so long that thay
sent an 5I5 up to ses what was the matter with me; they thousht I -
had got oaught on a skyhook or somethings Anyway, I made furlher
prograssy I shovod her nose down and I got to Roundham Junotion,
which is about sevon or eipght ailes from Thetford, and I gan out of
potrol, So I deolded there was nothing to do dbut to land down in the
firs and bracken alongside the reilway. This I did but to my amogo=
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rent « with ry engine shut off and no petrol = when I lended instead
of running forward I ran bock, I think that satisfled the people at
Thetford that I was qualified and the next dsy I got wy poating fox
higher training and I voat to Lilbournes

DGL  Did you regard learning to fly as e particularly difficult tosk?
JG Noe¢ I found it very easy.

" D6L  How easy? How would you compare it with learning to drive a
motorvar today, say?

JG It 48 better than driving a motor ocr today beosune you had
plenty of room up in the air, Thore was nothing in it at all, It
was only & question of whothor or not you felt sufflolently ecprble
of doing & Job and I think I alweys did. And I will tell you this
muchs when one is learning to fly, or flying at any time, you are no
bugy doing the Job you havon't got time to get frightened. That wes
my exparience, anyhow,

PGL  In more recent times £lying an acroplane is ooked upon with
soms elemant of mystique end ds rognrded as technically bigly nlkile
ful and extrerely 4ifficult and one issaleoted with very strincont
toots for aptitude and things 1ike thate But your experdence in thosas
days was rather different wasn® it?

Ja ¥y experience = mind you, I don't say everybody falt tha som =
but I wans keen on fiving = I always was kaen on flying and when T
took off I got a foeling of exhilaration and nothing elne, I had some
wonderful instruotors when I wns at Lilbourne, They told me to do
svorything under the aun firom Immalmann turns %o looping, rolling,
side=alipping and everything. '

I mads up my mind that what I had seen in Franoe bofore with othop
pllots, that the safest woy to live through & war flying was to know
evary trick in the trade and lesyn to do things which were not
normally done, I'or examplo, & pilot slways turned lefl, ono alwcys
flew around in oiroles on the left because your propeller was mlling
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_you that way, CSometimes, on ccoasions when I got into seraps, I used
to turn the other way and that ussd to confuse everybody, ineluding
By own pepple. But I found that the element of surprise was the thing
that took‘you through,

DGL I am sorxy to intorrupt you, You mentioned a number of

- manosuvres like Imcclmann turna and loops and §0 one Could you
dosoridbe each of these for mo in twrn, exaotly what thoy were and how
' they were carrdaed oute

JG¢  For an Immelmann turm you got up a holl of o lot of angine
speed for o dive, then you suddonly took your aireraft up and then
did a half-roll ot the top and fell straight down ogain on to the
alroraft below, $ou see,

A loop in sy doys corpplsed Just roecing your engino, opening your
engine full out, putting it Into a slight dive to get full spood, then
all you do 18 to pull back the Joyatick, wright back into your stomaeh,
and the rachine goos up, over and then drops and as it drops you
switch of £ your ongine and ooma snoothly out of it 4n & glide. That's
tho loop. They are usually done a% a height of a thousand feet or
mora to give you timo to recover in cane you lose too much engine
speed end the machine oorws straipcht dowm,

A roll = you are fiying straight and lavel = theres opadn, with as

mch gpegd as you can got « and thon all you do 4s to pull your joy=
stiock back into your stomoch again snd put on your left hend = I

alveys used ry left hond or foot bocause I am left<handsd I puppose -
put on your left hand m@dire That causes the aireraft to do a coplete
turn in the airs That 48 to say you go upside down srd you go rifht
round end straighten up egnine  As soon as you've got streight oioin
you pull ruddar back to noutral and put your Joystick back to neutral,
That's completed your roll,

DGL Were there cny othor manocuvres?

J& A apin, A spin is easy; you're Just flying along, you shuit off
Your engine, pull the nose up and the nose then drops with the woipht
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of the engine and you pull your jJoystick back and that starts to tum
you rounds Now to come out of that all you have to do is to centrale
ise the Joyafiok, put your englne on and you're out, All very sirple
movemenise Anothor move I employed in motusl fighting » and I think it
was employed generslly < was that when you wore belng shot o} by ontie
slroraft guns they'd more or loss got your height and they'd sne the
direotion im whioh you were flying, Now I used to confuse thom by
putting on = not moving; the plane went on flying evenly to all
intents and purposes « but you put on rudder, The result was tho
machine used to drift eoross the sky and you'd find the Germmng veve
firing sbout & quarter of a rdle away from you in no tirs bofore thay
renlised what was happonings As soon as they got on to you agnin you
did the same thing; perhiaps you'd so in the other direction this tire,
That was a very oasy moverent and very deceptive,

Another thing I oan rersnbers I rysolf have never dons it but I hove
Imown of pilotass In thosw dsys flying wires on all aiveraft « psn yon
know they were all biplonos = the brocing wires bresed the two mingn
togathsr on struts. These wires used to run asross the airepnft,
How they were tapered to avoid alr resistonce and a 1ot of poople,
when they were bombing on the ground or nsar the ground, thoy usod to
turn these wires flate The result wes when you dived you got a
terrifie whistling nolise poing through and they rockon that wsed to
soaxe the Hun, But that 16 somothing I didn't employ mysclf,

DG It was & bit like the Stula teotios of the Seoond World Wor
almoat,

JG  Yes, very much the somo, I went on from Thotford to hirher
troining. I wont to I4lbourne. Thore we had throe types of airoraft.
e hod the Avro, the Sopwith Fup and the S5F%. Tha Avro wes on
sbsolutely magnificent machino; you couldn®t go wrong with it if you
trieds It had e Cnore englno end you cculd do every stunt 4n thn
world in 4t without any aifficulty whatsoovere I always porsuadad

my instruotors to let me do all thy stunting I could because I
realised that it is & safety valve vhen you ave flying In the fece

of the enomy; any 1ittle trick lile that you can get up to and havo
oonfidence in then you've got a Jolly good chance of surviving,
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I flew those Avros for a long time. Another thing I learned was to
#ideslip them into airfields. All you had to do there waa to put

your Joystlek ovor to ¢ue slde and just put on a 1little rudder and
you'd siip sideways alwost stationary over the airfield, not moving

.forwards TYou can get into any little old field with that, You oun.

got into a field a hundred yords long quite easily. In fact, whon
1 Jjoilned 92 Squadron it all too often used to by my job, if an air~
oraft had & foroed landing, aord Coninghan used to send ma out to
plek these things up booause he know it wes oue of my favourite
-atunts,

Godng baok to my training = I wont from the Avro, which I kiddnd
myself I was vory proficlent in ond I was told that I was « I wont on
to 3opwiith Pupse Sopwith Fups are very light end I have groat

difficulty in landing them bocouse they ere 8o 1icht that if you pwil
the  Joystick back whon you lunded and slowed down, as tho elreraft

lost its flying speed it dropped down and you had to pull your joy-

stiek beck to bring your tail down on thogreund, I found, whon I Lirst
tried to fly those, instond of potting my tail on the ground, I got oy
noge up in the alr, which is not very good for the aireroft, Dut I
soon got over that, IFersonally, I didn't like the Sopwith Iup veory
uuche They wexe very nice but a little bit too light,

Them from that I wont on to the 515, The SES was tho rnehine so fox as
1 was eoncerned, You could do junt anything you liked, It was o
strong as an ox and you folt that you were more o lesn armour—plulod
right through, although you weron't, That was fittod, of course, with
& Vicker's gun, firing through the propeller with its Constantbincseomn
goare On the top of the ccntro section you had & Lewls gune To b 4t
down to veload it you had to pull it down on a rail, toke & dmwm ont of
the side and bong it on, thon push it backs This wes ald supposed Lo
be very easy but I only tried 4t once bocauss I found that with culy a
very smell windsorcen the wind used to cateh this thing as you twnnd
it to put it on and if you woren't caveful it shot out of your hend,
although 1t had o strap. I lost one and I saw it go back bohind my
toil and it very nearly hit it end I decidsd after that I'd nover use
use it again, These drums carried a hundred (rounds),.
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DRL Hew in July 1918, when youp training as a fightor pilot hod beon
‘oompleted, you wore posted to France, Can you tell me what hnppened to
you :lxrmdiataly on your posting to France,

JG . e went over in a boat, of course, then went up to tho poal of
‘pllots, which was Just outside 5t Omep, Af I remonmber rightly. /fnd I
should say there would be about anything from forty to a hundrad jilota
and observers there, all of hom were being held to £411 up veonneies .-
coused by oasualties in other squadrons, I was thera for junt a forte=
night,

DGL  Vhat did you do while you wore there; can you remombor?

J& Ve did nothing at ell; we Just loungnd around, walked nrovnd,
L myself went to visit several squadrons nearby where I Imew poopla,
Apa'rt from that wo A1d absolutely nothing, e looked at the ordors
every morning, People were being posted every day. Vell, I wis there
nearly & fortnight before I left,

DeL This wes & dailly routine, wes it ~ shecking on the notioa~
bOﬂi‘douinno

JG A dolly routine, ynae '"Mion one doy I ainuovnrocl I ving to o to
92 Gquadron, I d1dn't know ml;rth:i.ng about 92 Squadron exoopt that they
were an ST5 fightor squedron,

DGl Tell mo ebout this posting to 92 Squadrons What happened first
of all when you arrived with 92 Squadron?

JG The firat thing that happencd was that on the samo avoning
Hajor Coningham = that's lmori Coningham = oome up with his ear
perso ndly to feteh mo, e fotchoed tio of us, in foot, to roplooe
casualties they had haed in tho equadron. He took me straight bra's to
the station,

DGL Do you know how he acquired the nickname "Laori"p

JG Yes ¢ naoriq
/ Howee
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DGL  Jie was a Hew Zoalunder? I see. Vihat was 92 Squaedron hond=
quarters like?

JG 1t was just an ordinery oversens sirfield. e had woodon
Nissen huts to slecp 4n, Ve had a Nissen hut for a mess and we hud
ordinary hangars,portable hangars, for the airoraft, Nothing vory
speotaocular,

DGL Was 4t a falrly comfortable kind of place?

J6 Oh quite comfortablos Very comforteble indeed, yuse o
used %o have to sloep two pilots to a hut and it was a vory rdred
squadrons It inoluded Amoricans, Canaddons, New 4degalandars, .onlh
Africans, one or two eomron English and an Irdshwan op two; Bo o
wers 8 vory mixed erowd induved and a vory vory happy lot,

NGl what waa the atate of marale at 92 Sguadron?

Je To start with, obviounly, tho GO was a very 1liked mwu, tie
tolkad to everyone and did ovorything ho oould to help yom, ‘iho
foot thut he oame to pick us up shows the kind of mun ho wos,  very
rdlot in the squadron was ri;ht on his %oos nhd morals wea vory b
indseds You folt you had joinad somothing vordh Joining,

DGL You had not flowm oporationally yot ns a fighter plloby
JG HOy
DGl Howwore you first introduced to 1t?

JG I was introduced agnin by I'nori Coninghame Next aventuy nter
ry arrival he took me out over ths line, He flew ma arround,  Duaing
that tire, strangely enough, my compass weni wrong and I didn' Lo
it and I was flying eway from him #nd he ropt of ooro aftor e and
fetched me, We decided to come bock and the result was that e wvoere
quite late, Ve had a forccd londing, I can' pomnoihor tho g RS (|
either, but I know At was & Iristol fightor squgdrons we lunded thore
at night just es it wes getting dusk, Rather than risk mo gning bock
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to our airfield he lef't me with the squadron and told me to fly homw
the next morning and he went off and landed by flares that same night,

The next moraing I got up and started to fly back on what I thought:
was & conpasa course and I found ryself miles eway, bsck behind the
line vwhere thore was an Ameriocan alrfields I landed there nnd then
discovered that my compass was wrong, They very kindly lent me rops
and I flew pyself home by follewing the rivers and railweys and tirmes
and thinpss That was my first expericnce of flying with 92 Squndron,

DGL In your exparience wers these mixed squadrons with airerow
with various nationalities unusual or wore there e good number of
them around?

JG No, I don't think there were many; not to sy knowled;o, but
they were a wondorful orowd, You had svery econfideonce in praclice
ally every man you flew with,

e Together do you think thoy had anything that, say, the
eversge British squedeon wouldn't have?

Je lios I think that whon you were talking togothor you hnid an
many different nationalition it was most intevesting to leavn whnt
thay were doing and how people bohaved in other countides. Ing in
& fighting sense wore all peopls = excopt for ono or tio = you folt
overyons you were flying with you could reslly trunt and if you ;nt
into a sorap you would go to their aid or they would come to yours =
there would be no running awoy,

oL thet wore your madn flying duties while you were with 92
Jquadeon?

JG The main duty was twoshowr petrols in which you wont noreally
in a flight of five sireralft. You patrolled at any 0ld holpht =
5,000, 10,000 £ts Your purposc was to attack any German airoraft
doing observation over your own troops, direoting artillery firo,
and that kind of thing and then, if you came across a fighter
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squadron over the line « beosuse we always flew on thoir nido of the
line « I don't ever remomber mooting @ Gorman over ouxr side. You
would engage these poople and fight it out. Whon the fighting hagd
finished you would each go home,

DGL  Could you tell ms somo more sbout the aotual tsotics of eip
fiphtings Vhen you cems aorvss an enemy fdghter unit what was your
approoch in taokling 447 ‘

JG In the first place I'd liko to muke it eloar wo had no mo e

of dirsot commuiicatlon betwoen each othere It was ald done hy
sipgnals, If tho Gormans were bholow us and the flight leadnp «
usunlly a oaptain = wagoles his wings that significd that ho wes
poing dovmas Then you prepured to to domg you went down end joinad in
hla eerap and 1% was overyono for thoroolvess 46 soon oo yoiur Jendep
wonted to break it off he did so, again by a wing woggle, end off yon
tll wont togethor, I enyone weo shot down there was nothing yom
oould do sbout it '

DGL It 48 a bit Alfficvlt Just to breoak it off dike thnt thourn,
isn't 4t « if you have & Gerion aoroplane on your tail?

J& viell, I am tallcing ehout bronling offs  Suprosing, for oz pla,
you seo a big Gerran squiadion ecilng towurds you « say ton ov £306 on
alreraft « pnd you sre only fivos yéu obviously broock it off' rolhiap
than be shot down, which would bo hound to happon to you, I hnd one
occapion = on this oconsion I wan flying alones As I told you, in
used to stand by two aljrerelt {o chrgse off any Cervnn obaervabtion
irachine over our lines. On 4)dn particular evening we took offe
Tha other fellow who wen coming with 1o his englne failed end I took
off elonas I opotted bim and T ehinacd Lidre I wes o kewn on the
shase that I went about €iftcon riles over the lino entircly on ¢ -
owne Then antlealreraft shells were bursting up all round mo ond -
suddenly it stopped, It vcourred to me that there was somothing
wrong and & looked up and there were nine German sireraft in layers
of three,
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The first lot oame down at me, went through and I mancged to evade
them, - The seoond lot came down and just then X heard shots and I
looked up and it was one of our squadrons doing e full squadron
patrol « twelve aircraft = und they'd scen this thing godng en and
came over to see what it was all in aid ofy 5o I promptly dived
straight down, got down &s low to the earth as I oould = spinning
down = end they attaoked these Germans and shot two of thom down,

DGL  Were these air combats you sot into in eny sense individuals

JG Mo, not in eny sense. You got into a fight and if you sty en
sireraft « a German = in front of you = and you had to reke suroe it
wasn't andfnglishmon = you'd try rnd got on his tall end shoot him
dxwne lie'd break offs Ilo'd probably see you or hear you and hatd
breal: off, then you would #o forr the noxt nearest ono you eould find,
or perhaps you'd £ind sorebody on your tall and you had to tnlum
evanive action, 0o there wos no choice in the mattor, You hud 4o
oot according to what was hupyening in the wivr, It was o1l roing
along 80 quickly you Junt didn't tiow who you were shoolbing at,

DL I bolieve thot formation flying was the in vogue thing hy Lhis
stogn of the war in the alry Could you explain for mo what fors -
tion flying ekills wore o1l about

JG If you were flying as a squadron you'd fly in echelon in ihveo
flights; the Pfiret of five airoralt » the second of {ive alveralt rud
the third of five alreraft. iio used to fly with one in {ront rnd orn
on either side = that was tho general method, Iut whon you ot into
8 fight of course it ell broke up rad beoame disturbed,

DEL  Thore were, of eowrss, bigsor units for formation £lring which
could involve sevoral squadions flying as a wing. Could you toll ra
about the olrcumstences undor which wings were flown?

J&  Yes, this was on the oocasions whon the Arty adminiatrvation hed
pleked out o purtiouler German corbination they wanted to atlecl: =
ground targets = end they used to send over poople with borbs to
attook them and our Jjob was to see thoy were not pounced upon by the
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Gormans tnd thorefore we each had our pooitions ellocated, One would
be over the top, one on olther side and somotimes one well ovor the
top, ready to come down in the event of a big scrape

DGL  How big were those wings, or how big could they be?

JG Oh I've seon as many = tho Germans used to come up in the anme
formation = as fifty or sixty aircraft together in the air, all spine-
ning sround sach othor and moliing a lot of noise, traser bullets Llying
all ovor the place, It was all very confusing. :

DGL Do you remember any particular wing flights of this kindy
Jé o, I don't,

DGL  Could you toll me from your own experience what your irprocsiona
wen of the relative merits of Corson and British elreraft and pilolay

JG Woll, at the time « ny tlro of the war = praviovs to that lLien
at one timo the Dritish wrro on top sud then the Garmans wrore on top
from the point of aireraft officicncye At ry tiro I shovdd acy wa wers
ahout equals The ondy advanbern wee that thay fourht over thalr pido
of the line ell the tima, loaving ns to do the attnoling,

DG vhat was the advantage of that?

JG woll, for exarple, if an alrveraf't got hit and tho engiun atep;ed,
or tha pilot got woundod, or srything, their pilet could go atreds &
down end land on fanilisr ground end if they &ddn', they landod ulbida
thelr om toredtory and they'd live to fight ageing whereos 3£ wo wern
shot dovn we were prisonors of were 4nd I've hed soro expeviopen of
thate - I remomber onco having ry engine shot dovn = ghot np rithor e
and wo wera about ten miles bohind the line, flying sowowhero brluurn
15,000 and 17,000 fect, end I Just shut ry englne off and plonnd demm
and I landed behind our line whers I was very lucky in thot resjocty
But if we'd been flylng ebout seven thousand I should've been a prisencr
of war,
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DGL  One of the features of air operations in the last month op so of
the war, during the general Allied offensive, was ground strafing.
Could you tell me what the techniques of ground strafing were, how you
approached that {rom a tactical point of view?

J¢ - That was for the individual to do his own ground strafing. 'he
object was that you went out singly or in pairs and Yyou went ovor the
line, in the direction which the Germon troops were reported to ho
moving, then you just attscked thom with anything you'd got, lie usnd
to carry four twenty pound Coopor bomba in the under~carringe, ‘hen
we hed your machine guns = two machine guns = and Just went ovew {the
line and looked for anything to shoot up. If you could shoob up
transport and block the road that was a fine thing; you stoppod tho
whole lot. &p personally I used to try and attack thom from the front,
not from the backe That is to say, from tho direcstion to whioh Ly
wore proceedings If you could mrnage to shoot up & couplo of trenapovt
waggons the whole road was blocked for come time, thon there wun just
cold meats You just went along the twenty pound Cooper bomba and,
apart from being shot at from the ground, that was ell that happened,

DCL  How effective were these Cooper bomba?
a6 Oh they were very effootive.

DGl Viere they?

JG Oh yes,

DGL  What kind of bombs were thoy? Were they HE or were they dcons
diory?

JG Oh no, they were ordinary IIf and they weighed about twenly p.amds
each and you carried four on a raock, You Just pulled a plug sud away
they went,

DGL  Could you hit what you were aiming at?
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JG Oh they were pretty cood because after you had been exporlonced
flying for some time you Jmew roughly at what spoed you woro flying
and juat how far you hed to be away to release your bomb. But they
were really only a great succéss whon you had a lino of transport or
& block of stuff, If you tried to borb a motor-eyclist for exn rle
you wouldn®t stond a chance in holl of gotting him,

DGl The targets were, at this ptage, becoming so big?
JG They wore becoming quite big, yose
DGL  Put you alwoys had a fiphbing chance?

JG Yese 1f you could got trenoport 4n 1ine on o rord yould
probably got a hundred or two humdrod ynrds, You conld hit e
thing somewhere,

6L Do any of these ground strofing oporations stond ont in o ipdy

Je Jlot in any sorions weyr, bub you usod to gob a lob of Hm,
rererbar on one occanion I dlrenveored a line of infintyy hohind o Ledls
I don't know how many troops thare wevs thore but riding toverda hey
wins A big fat Serman on a hovse and ha wag GOing ecerens o plen tod
ficld walking = the horse woo wnlking = thore wus Ploaty of gl ool 080
nboutse 1t suddenly appoaled to to to soe what I eoulsd ao ehout Lhe Lo
I dlan't want to hurtt the horse so I dived down and Fiew vy leen
over the top of the horse ond slarted hin off, Iofore I gob doan thove
he anm re coming downj he jurpad of the horse and ot undapneath Gtn
neok, holding the reinn. .ell, X frightonod this poox horse nn ool
that he started to gallop cevens the £leld and the fat Gorrvn himr on
to the reins for ten or fiftesn yards you soe end draged hin o1,
through this mud and mivo and Ly looked a proper sipht hetfaps T hod
finished with hime, The horne had dlsappeared end I loft hin in Hia

middle of the field,

DGL It intorests ma that, whilst you would have no inhihitions rhout
shooting up Germans, you were quite benevolont as far as the Lorse Wee
ooncerneds
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JG Yes, I alwoys felt thats 'ho Gernans used & great deal of horse
transport and I have seen transport drivers driving elong noor the line,
but I would never shoot at them; I would never shoot the horso,

‘

T O

JG Coming back to the end of the wir = {hat wus an uhaolota
surprises to me although about a wonth befora the end of the wa wo
started doing ground straling; we used to go out singly or in )airn,
Wie used to go outl with twenty pound Cooper borbs nnd a load of i uni=
.l‘-ion. the ldea was that we should {1y down olosa to the Lroms nd
take anything we oould find, I personslly prefarred to po onl on 1y
oWl

ve'd no ldea = I had no idea anyhow +! that the war was about to end sl
two days before the Armlstica 1L won ovt ground strofing. ) oer o coropy
a villoge where the Goxun lroops were retreating. & whole Lio af
tronoport was [y e very otroight stxcot omd et the bottor of b
street wos o clureh touers fow, L ues 0 dntent on gebbiu, = v oios
3,0 at this tronsport « 1 was not Llying vore then aboul Bao s e
toob or less = po I astarted to aly down the stroete L s fola Lo
{1y dovm the streel und toko a look ab it, then L wep (oin,. tu Loty
round and have a go at b, is T wog golng mdong T foolighly vl
ubanlubely stroight doun this villrpn streots Suddely thri ven no
hurst of machine gun wight into ry own nashine, Onn bullot ¢ o
through the windscreen, hit ry helret, made o hole in it, maule
little holo, a mixrk on ry hend = it felt Just Qike balng hitb withy o
bricke I put ny hend up and 1 found thore was blood on ite 'huk
didn*t worry we very such becouse I stuck my head over the sida vud T
regainoed oonselousnens very sgulckly,

Then = I went buok to have a second run » I discovurod wheve the 1isdne,
wos coming frome It was {rowm o ohurch tower at the bottom end ol the
villege. lle wos round sbout tho height es I was flying, straighl into
himy Thet wes how I finished the wer offs I got back, sai tha doo,
end on the eleventh I wenl up with our last squadien pulrol = on the
elaventh of' November = and by a strengo coinsidence Coptain itobb wan
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leading the thing, wo wont over Morvaus serodroms where thore war o
neppelin shed at the time,. o I virtunlly findshed up the war in
exaotly the sams place as I startod ite

D, Can we talk about sore of thene poople you have boen renbione
ing to moe For example, Captain Robb, who later on I belicyn bon ra
an Adx Harshale Toll mo what hn wos 1ike,

Jt  Coptein Robb was a very quiet man, vory gentath ond on whoolute
gontleman,  Thore was no doubt about thot, le wan an ahardnie
favourite in the whole squadrons Je Yook port dn angthin: fon:. g
Ing rugby to any old pgomes vie gob up Lo, le was & really [ w
follows He was a man I lovod f1lying with bocause hio lmew it nlls hin
knew e.cetly what o do and whon to do it snd ho nover lot you do o,

NGL He was o pood pilot, wou hin?
Jt II? was a wonderful pilot,
PGL Tell me a little about your GO with 92 Bquadron, Teapl Cenl: M,

Je Iy CO wes ono of the pveotest ren I hove evor 1ok, 1o dn 14170
confldereo in ovorybodys An I tald you hefore, whon I wosn post ¢ Lo
the paundpon he eano end Cobehed e, took re boek to the e oy 0 00
bullied to moe Whe noxt day he ook nwe oub end showed ro 4he I ad
tho verdmus porte of tho linn, I'c holped me 4n every pospibla o bn
couldy he advised mo on everything that was likely to happon in e
wor in the alr ond the whole nquadron just loved hime lio smn o 1ly
8 wondoerful man,

P What was he like as om ovpgrndners How did ho hendlo W o ooy
«hot wep his managemont techniqne?

" J&. He handled the squadron booutifully becaubs he never crndoramd
you, but if you did anything good ho always complimented yeu on 1,
ci:l.thcm(;h ho knew the paopls vho enuld fly end who eouldn'® ort hn
poople who were doing tholir jobs,
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1 ren-ém_ber once I lendod on an alrlicld ~ o new alrfleld we wicuo
golng to = and it was downhill ond I didn't Jmow thate I lendud and
I came sown on the airfield ~ come down the runway, vather = gnd I
ran into two alreraft paritod at the other ond betwoen tho fwo ol Lhome
e care to say, "why oouldn't you mumage to hit Just ono?" I n'«,i._:fl,
"Yos, but the enginss were o bilt hard", And he laughod rnd Ehed s
thate

Un. the oocasion when I was wounded I had a patoh put over i1y hv il ok
and he colled me in end sald, "look, tale thot pateh of N Iu r iy
yoar's time you will be rather proud of thate" .o thab pabeh i -
takon offs That was the kind of wun he was, lle way alwagu i’ dag
of other people,

L He sounds a Cino man,
JG A grand ohape

DL when you were flying in ¥r nee dn 1910 did the fl hlow ntee fk
you were flying « in your onse . 'Ga, wamn't 447

JeE That's right,

hth - 1id they atend up to the ri ovous kind of trealrant iy w0 ey
under active service?

JG lell, yes, gencrally they dide Pub there wasn aluigyn o dnd g
eral't about aomnwhere or othow, unnally with engine troublo.

renovbor when 1 fivet wont to the miuezdron I was given an virer obe I
hove told you how, the first ti-c I wont over tho Line with *wrwel
Condngham, the compnss wont wron;, When when I stexted to i)y 3o
fornmtion with tho dqundron on Lho firet three occanlens Ty, nh o g
the 1ine I hed to cormo hack hecauzo ny oil pressure went dd, b
worried me no end boeouse I had heard it sald before in othop s lrong
atout poople coming back, They always gave you the eredit [ep beswing
gob the wind up = coming boe's o rveid poing over the lin, This
worried mo quite a lots Go I sadd to my flight sorgoant = wo vioie

/elvaysees



26 REZL Ol

always very* frlendly the airorew and 1 « I told him what uy f'ears words
One night I went out to chase o German observation aireralft, 1 crme
bock after it was gotting dark and they had flares there for nee when
L landed I hit the ground ruther hard and broke a ataye The £1ipht
sergeant sald, "iell, here's a good chance to got rid of this aireralt",
i'0 the airerew just promptly jumped on it, broke it up end 1 gob & new
one and after that I had no more trouble.

DG They literally jumped up and down on the aireralt and brode up
the alrframe?

J6¢  Yess I was very pleused; it did me the world of good,

IGL On this question of rolotions botween alverow wnd Lhoir {ronnd
crows gould you say a bit more about thate what woro Lhay lika sad
how did you relate to cach othery

Ji hg fur as 1 wan concernod we used to ot togethor and chot rnd
I vsed to tell them what had happened over the line and they would
uiwaya bo very intervested. I I had any troubles L told the 13 0%
sorgeant what they were and he'd huve o look at therne I8 A6 wen cnge
thing to do with guns or anytiing the arnourers would have o looh ek
ite Uenerally speaking, we wero all very close together,

Nl 50 4t was not a question of officers and gontloran on one plde?

JG liose In the early stogsos of the war very much sos Fub liolow ou
1t hecame very rmch more fviendly. '

PGL Do you think the foct that you yourself had been an LGQ erabnd
in your case a different kind of relationship?

JG Oh yes, I think it dide fou wero on aquél téna. Lhlhov v oaoen
-of these Yankees and people woro pretty crude in the way they e:jressod
themselves, you wouldn't know whether they wore officers or sy lhinug
alse,

DGL  tme knows, certainly at the beginning of the war, that {lying
was very much en sotivity for officers and gontlemen, You yourself
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had core up from the ranks, had been an NCO and were finally oy dge
sioned as & pilots What were your relations 1ike with of'ficors who
were from a different soclal backsround to yourself?

I You couldn't toll the differcnee, The position at theb biiw
waen that we had so mony colenicls snd othor peoplo corning; in ryon

Just couldn't tell what conditions theose penple lived in before bhay
Joined the services. The CUS end tho officers wore all. 'r-:-:un.l. ouy
ground erews also cane from eivilicm 1ife and we were oll on o poa
thens There was no officor = well ne NCO and no aixivony v whntr
worked togethers 'Thoro was a great deal of pood di.se'j.pli.ne [ LR R
wan no eclass distinetion at ol11,

BCh o flo you never felt thatnidnd of thing in any Cornmy

Ja oy nevery not from the tlqoo the war startods It vy ipl 10
Aifforant,

RO D1d the PFC, at any stoge, aither beforg the wer or pfttas 4 ky
bogin 4o develop any kind of 7ol by that was exprenred wlbh oo o
or »ude stopies, or snything Liln thngy

M Ohy no rde sbordos fron Lisin, (entlemen?
ML There wore aome songs, wers thore?

Je Thers were some smuene  "hore wes ono gong o 3 onedvon ve
to sing in their ress = the arflewra nsed to s8lng in thedy noon o
Netheravons It went sorothing lite this: 5:111(;57

Wenp me up dn ooy old flying jackoetb

And soy o porr ciroen lies low,

Then six stolwert alreen shall corry i
Viith steps that are mournful and slow,

Tal:» the crenbabeft feom out of my body;
Teke the platon frem out of ny brain;
Then the workshop with all its mechanilos
Will make it to fly once again,

/Theneee
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Then there's another song which wus weliten at the vory be il of

tho war, when tho pilots were exporiencing being shot at Lfrom the

ground and elso from the air, That was wrilten to tle tumg of Wipperorye
That went something like thio: Jeings/ )

It's @ long way ‘o seven thousond,
It's a long way to roam,
It's a long way lo seven thousand,
On a L1ty horao=powor Gnores
with Folilors buszing round you
ind the Uldona down Lelow
It'% a long long vioy to ceven thousand,
But the saflest ;leeco I knowe

Thank yous



